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The Gospel: I am accepted (in Christ) and therefore I obey.





Motivation:  Gospel Motivation s grateful joy; it is recognizing that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus (cf. Rom. 8:1).





Sanctification:  Sees spiritual growth as an attempt to increase in Christ Dependency so that I might develop an increased affection or inclination toward Christ and love others.





Repentance:  Gospel Repentance calls me to turn to Jesus, calling out to Him for Help and Forgiveness.   Gospel Repentance in Sanctification does not deal with God’s Anger toward me– that was taken care of at the point of Justification (Rom 8:1).  Sanctifying Repentance deals with my ongoing Anger toward God. 





Obedience: In the gospel, I obey God to get God.   Jesus Himself is the Gift of Obedience and affection for Christ is the motivation for obedience.  I do not obey to earn points with God or to manipulate God or to pay God back. The Gospel gives me the desire and the power to obey.   I obey God because He is my joy and my supreme affection. Obedience is not simply an exercise in word or in deed or in thought, but obedience comes from the inclination of the heart.   I do not obey to “please God.”  God is already pleased with me through faith in Christ.  I obey God that I might enjoy and love Him.








Suffering:  When something goes wrong, then I’m only sad, not destroyed.  All of my punishment has fallen on Jesus, so while God may allow this suffering for my training, he will exercise his Fatherly love within the trial.  We can fully rely the gospel in the midst of trial, recognizing that we are not “victims” or “orphans” but that we are receiving an opportunity to share in the sufferings of Christ.








Self-view: I am "Simul iustus et peccator" - "At the same time righteous and a sinner"; simultaneously sinful and yet perfect in Christ; Saint and Sinner; sinful and yet covered.  This reality breeds a boldness and humility that grow together side by side. This “Bold Humility” is a confidence that is not based on my Performance but on the Righteousness of Christ that was won for me on the Cross.





Loving Others:  The Gospel leads me to embrace Others because my identity is based upon the work of Jesus who was excluded and became the ultimate “Other”.  I do not expect that others should be easy to love, not because they are primarily unlovely, but because I am primarily unloving.  I am slow to correct others, making sure that my correction comes out of a loving and humble heart.


























Religion: I obey therefore I am accepted.








Motivation:  Religious motivation is based on fear and insecurity.  Jonathan Edwards points out that this is self-protection.





Sanctification:  Sees spiritual growth as an attempt to increase in righteousness in order to build my reputation before God and in my religious community.





Repentance:  Religious Repentance demands that I turn from sin, promising to commit myself to perform better so that I might keep God from being angry or disappointed with me.  Religious Repentance puts emphasis on behavior and seeks to “prop up” or add to Justification.





Obedience: In religion I obey God to get things.  God’s the “means” to an idolatrous end.  God is  just a necessary commodity that I need in order to achieve what I really want.  Obedience is a bargaining chip.  I tithe to get monetary blessing.  I go to church to make God happy with me.  I have a devotional so that my day will go well.  I pray for my children in order to make sure that are well behaved and free from sickness. Ultimately, religion is not concerned with worshiping God or clothing the naked and feeding the hungry and caring for the poor;  Religion uses God as a means to self-worship and is concerned with clothing and feeding and caring for ourselves.





Suffering: When things go wrong, I’m angry (because I deserve better treatment).  Religion assumes that I have made a Bargain with God.  If I am living a good life then I should be able to avoid suffering.  As soon as something goes wrong, then #1- I believe I have been living a bad life and so I hate and denigrate myself for not keeping my side of the Bargain, or #2- I believe I have been living a good life and so I hate God for not keeping His side of the Bargain.





Self-view: Swings back and forth between two poles  - The Pharisee and The Child.  One moment I see myself as Superman, the next I see myself as an Imbecile.  I am confident, but unsympathetic to struggling people b/c of pride; or I am humble, but feeling like a failure.  Religion makes me either too bold, leading to self-aggrandizement, or too humble, leading to self-denigration. 





Loving Others:  Religion makes me demonize Others.  Why?  If my identity is based upon works, then I will look down on people that I consider lazy or stupid or evil.  I justify the need to feel superior to them by emphasizing doctrinal purity, parenting, volunteerism, political persuasion, devotional disciplines, etc.  Instead of serving and loving others, I complain, contrast, compete, correct, and chastise.








